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a technical discussion of measures for expediting the mobil-
ization and transportation of a sufficiently strong landing
force; the strengthening-of the Black Sea Fleet, so as to
be able, jointly with the landing force, to occupy the Straits;
and the construction of strategic railways in the Caucasus.]
[With reference to the possibility that Russia's seizure
of the Straits might be opposed by Greece and Bulgaria,
Sazonov remarked that] in view of their historical enmity
and their present conflicting interests, there was a good deal
of reason to suppose that, if one of these States came out
as our enemy, the other would range itself on our side, so
that they would cripple one another. . . . Sazonov said that
it could not be assumed that our operations against the
Straits could take place without a general European war,
and that it was to be assumed that under such circum-
stances Serbia would direct all her forces against Austria*
Hungary. . . . The favorable turn in Rumanian policy
and public opinion, now to be observed, justified a certain
doubt whether, in the event of our being at war with Austria,
Rumania would actually come out against us. ... In the'
event of our coming into collision with the Triple Alliance,
Germany and Austria would send no troops towards the
Straits, and, at the worst, Italy might send landing parties,
though it would be dangerous for Italy to expose her fron-
tiers to attack from France.310
Thus, according to Sazonov, the diplomatic situation
seemed not unfavorable for landing an armed force to seize
the Straits, even though it might lead to a collision with
the Triple Alliance. But General Zhilinski, the Chief of
Staff, "expressed the conviction that the struggle for Con-
stantinople would hardly be possible without a general
European war," in which case the troops which it was pro-
posed to send to seize the Straits would be needed on the
Western Eront against Germany; success there would also
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